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It’s (Still) renewal time! 
John	Dyer,	KM6DXY	—	Secretary/Treasurer	
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Contesting 
Valerie Mason, KK6WLQ 
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Ray Gretlein, W6QPA 

I’m still new to contesting — 2023 was not a real active contesting year for me.  From my earliest 
ham operations, contests intimidated me.  To win it seemed it was an activity for the rich (top of 
the line radios, linear amps, monster antenna farms) and super-experienced operators.  Now, I’m 
not as concerned with winning, more with just the experience and opportunities to make 
contacts. Contests provide LOTS of hams looking for a contact so it is a target rich 
environment! I operate mostly CW and find that contests are easier QSO’s  than the 
unstructured “Rag Chew” conversation when using morse code.  That is because a contest is a 
very limited exchange of information and becomes very predictable.  Each contest has a defined 
minimum exchange of information which must be completed in order for the QSO to count for 
scoring. 
  As an example, when I participate in the QRPFox hunt the exchange is a signal report, state , 
operator’s name and power.   Let’s say the Fox is K9CW located Illinois and his name is Drew 
running 5 watts.    I tune around listening for CQ FOX K9CW.  I then send W6QPA and hope 
to hear his exchange which is “W6QPA 559 IL DREW 5W  W6QPA<ar>” I then send “559 CA 
RAY 5W <ar>” to which he’ll usually acknowledge with TU K9CW QRZ?   Presto, I have logged 
a QSO and scored some points.  The QRPFox hunt also operates in split mode where the fox 
sends on a fixed frequency but instructs the hounds that he’ll be listening “UP” 1 to 2 KHz above 
his transmit freq.  Good skill to learn.  
The structured nature makes it much easier for me since I really only have to listen for a limited 
set of characters and don’t have any anxiety about “what to say” in a rag chew.  That said, I still 
look for ragchews wherever possible as that is where I really improve my morse code skills.
 My current contest experience involves:

• Winter  Field Day 
• K1USN Slow Speed Contest — max CW speed is 20WPM … which initially DID 

NOT seem SLOW at all.  Nice group of operators mostly interested in helping others 
develop CW/morse code skills and will adjust to whatever speed you send to them.

• CWops conTest (CWT) — Sponsored by the CWops organization.  These are the 
same folks that run the CW Academy morse code training program.  It is targeted at 
the CW Academy students and intended to push their speed up.  Definitely not 
limited to 20 WPM, in fact I think 25 is more like a minimum speed!

• QRP Fox hunt — As described in the text, this is a weekly activity for about 30 or so 
weeks a year.  For me it’s a level-ish playing field in that everyone is operating at 5 
watts (or less … I’ve seen milliwatt levels reported!)   

• State QSO Parties — Less of a contest and more of an operating opportunity.  
• ARRL RTTY Round-up  — My first contest, obviously not CW.  I used this as a 

chance to learn how to use RTTY and find stations to contact.
• ARRL Field Day — Aka Summer Field Day
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Dick — W6SLZ 
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W6SLZ WIN System Repeater Repair 

Dick	Brown,	W6SLZ	
+2#*E1d*(5($#:*"#4#7$#"*iEY@Ol*s*DDC;BXj*97(*?7>A*3&*$2#*7%"*BPSPBCBD;*+2#*"#4#7$#"*
27/*?##&*3..R8%&#*92%8#*$"36?8#(233$%&';**1$*9368/*93"A*.%&#*92#&*>3&&#>$#/*$3*$2#*E%&*
@5($#:*?6$*>368/*&3$*?#*7>>#((#/*83>7885;*E2#&*/%(>3&&#>$#/*."3:*$2#*E%&*@5($#:)*$2#*
"#4#7$#"*9368/*93"A*.%&#*.3"*83>78*>3::6&%>7$%3&(;*+2#*$93*9368/*&3$*93"A*$3'#$2#";**

1*>3&$7>$#/*,88($7"*7(*$27$*%(*$2#*%&$#".7>#*.3"*$2#*6&%$;*+2#5*$38/*:#*$27$*%$*>368/*&3$*/3*927$*%$*
97(*/3%&'*i*E"3&'*j;*

+2#5*7(A#/*$27$*1**(#&/*4%>$6"#(*7&/*>788*2%:*?7>A;*1*(#&$*4%>$6"#(*7&/*$"%#/*$3*>788*?7>A;*1*
>788#/*7&/*8#.$*:#((7'#(*?6$*8%A#*7*'3L#"&:#&$*&3*3&#*7&(9#"(tQ6($*o8#7L#*7*:#((7'#*7&/*
9#*9%88*>788*?7>Apt8%A#*$27$*%(*"#7885*'3%&'*$3*2744#&;*,.$#"*7*83$*3.*"#(#7">2)*/39&*837/%&'*
:7&678()*"#7/%&'*$2#:*$"5%&'*$3*6&/#"($7&/*239*%$*93"A(*1*%&(4#>$#/*$2#*27"/97"#*7&/*
.36&/*7*433"*(38/#"*>3&&#>$%3&;*-#R(38/#"#/*$2#*>3&&#>$%3&*7&/*788*%(*93"A%&';*1.*%$*%(*($%88*
93"A%&'*3&*BPSPBCBD*%$*9%88*?#*?7>A*64*3&*$2#*N$&*

Volume 8, Number 2    of 4 18

https://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
https://allstarlink.org


The Dummy Load February  2024

Install HF  in the Truck  

Dick	Brown,	W6SLZ	
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Proving “common knowledge”  

Ray	Gretlein,	W6QPA	
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 Dummy Loads & A New Patch Panel 

Will	Perry,		WA6LDQ	
@#L#"78*$%:#(*/6"%&'*:5*27:*"7/%3*8%.#*1cL#*
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:3&%$3"*36"*:3/687$%3&*(%'&78*>3&L#&%#&$85*3&*
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%&$#".#"#&>#;*1$c(*78(3*7*'"#7$*$338*.3"*$#($%&'*
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4"3?8#:(;**
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1*"#>#&$85*?6%8$*7&*-F*47$>2*47&#8*.3"*6(#*
%&*:5*(27>A*9%$2*SX*%&/%L%/678*]dM*Q7>A(*
$3*(9%$>2*"%'(*3"*7&$#&&7(*$3*/%..#"#&$*
"33:()*$3*:5*?#&>2)*3"*$3*7*/6::5*837/;*
e&>#*536*27L#*:3"#*$27&*3&#*"%'*7&/*
(#L#"78*7&$#&&7(*%$c(*78:3($*%:4#"7$%L#*$3*
27L#*7*-F*47$>2*47&#8;*-F*(9%$>2#(*>7&*
?#*6(#/*7(*7&*78$#"&7$%L#*?6$*7"#*8%:%$#/*
$3*(9%$>2%&'*(#8#>$%3&()*7"#*&3$*7(*
L#"(7$%8#)*7&/*7"#*:3"#*#Z4#&(%L#;*1*27L#*
7*/6::5*837/*>3&&#>$#/*$3*3&#*3.*$2#*
Q7>A(*$3*>3&L#&%#&$85*>3&&#>$*$3*7&5*"%';*
N5*`F*7&$#&&7*$6&#"*%&46$*7&/*36$46$*%(*
>3&&#>$#/*$3*$2#*47&#8*78(3*$3*>3&&#>$*

7&5*3.*$2#*`F*"%'(*$3*$2#*$6&#";*+2#*76$3:7$%>*$6&#"*27(*B*7&$#&&7*Q7>A(*(3*$27$*:7/#*%$*
>3&L#&%#&$*$3*>3&&#>$*7&*7//%$%3&78*/6::5*837/*$3*$2#*,&$#&&7*B*Q7>A;*+27$*78839(*:#*$3*
m6%>A85*(9%$>2*$3*$27$*/6::5*837/*L%7*$2#*."3&$*47&#8*3.*$2#*7&$#&&7*$6&#";*1*"#>3::#&/*7*
SCC*97$$*3"*2%'2#"*>747>%$5*9#88*(2%#8/#/*/6::5*837/;*+2#(#*>7&*6(67885*?#*.36&/*6(#/*7$*
27:.#($(*3"*3&*#]75*.3"*kUCRSCC;*N5*&#Z$*($#4*%(*$3*87?#8*788*$2#*Q7>A(*3&*$2#*47$>2*
47&#8tt2#5)*$27$u(*4"#$$5*%:43"$7&$0*

The Operating Room 
+2%(*%(*7*(#:%R"#'687"*>386:&*.3"*>86?*:#:?#"(*$3*(27"#*$2#*3&R$2#R7%"*7(4#>$(*3.*$2#%"*27:*
"7/%3*7>$%L%$%#(;***

Winter Field Day 2024 

Ray	Gretlein,	W6QPA	
E%&$#"*F%#8/*G75*BCBD*97(*H7&67"5*BI*f*BJ$2;**E#*34#"7$#/*."3:*$2#*K#"&*-%L#"*M7:4*
!"36&/*(%$#(*SB*f*SU)*$2#*(%$#(*9#*6(#/*87($*5#7";**

+,-,*47"$%>%47&$(*%&>86/#/*-75*!"#$8#%&*EY_V,)*G7L#*E78$#"*E,X!gO)*N%>72*N7"$%&*
KdY[g+)*G7&*N7(3&*,]YGN)*[78#"%#*N7(3&*KKYOE_)*E%88*V#""5*E,YOG_)*\88%3$*`#9%$$*
KdY`EE)*H32&*G5#"*KNYG^n)*H3(267*G5#"*KdY`E@)*G%>A*]"39&*EY@Ol*

@#$*64*?#'7&*7"36&/*SDTCC*H7&*BY**9%$2*G7L#*E78$#")*N%>72*N7"$%&)*-75*!"#$8#%&)*G7&**f*
[78#"%#*N7(3&)*H32&*f*H3(267*G5#";*

*
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*G7L#)*N%>72)*G7&*
7&/*[78#"%#*(#$*64*
$2#*$#&$*3&*(%$#*SB;*
-75*6(#/*2%(*$"7L#8*
$"7%8#"*7$*(%$#*SU;**

V39#"*97(*?7$$#"5)*
(387"*7&/*
'#&#"7$3"(;*

E#*34#"7$#/*6(%&'*$2#*>86?*>788*,MY\\T*

v*ME*i-75*EY_V,*7&/*G7L#*E,X!gOj*3&*BC*f*DC*:#$#"(*
v*@@]*V23&#*iG7L#*E,X!gO)*G7&*,]YGN)*rr*7&/*L%(%$3"(j*3&*DC)*BC*)SX*:#$#"(*
v*@@]*V23&#*iE%88*E,YOG_j*3&*SC*:#$#"(*
v*FN*iN%>72*KdY[g+j*[`FPg`F*FN**

*

*

+2#*46?8%>%$5*.3"*$2%(*36$"#7>2*#L#&$*%&>86/#/*7*(23"$*(43$*3&*K!\+*+[RSI*F"%/75*7$*$2#*#&/*
3.*$2#*#L#&%&'*&#9(;**+27$*(43$*'#&#"7$#/*L%(%$3"(*."3:*]7A#"(.%#8/*7&/*7*>3648#*>7:#*."3:*
F"#(&3*(4#>%.%>7885*$3*(##*36"*34#"7$%3&(;**,88*%&*788*9#*27/*SB*486(*L%(%$3"(;*
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E#c"#*($%88*'7$2#"%&'*7&/*$7?687$%&'*$2#*83'()*(3*.7"*9#*27/*BD*ME*>3&$7>$(*iJ*R*DCNq*SY*R*
BCNj*f*BX*@@]*V23&#*>3&$7>$(*3&*SC*:#$#"(;*E%88*V#""5*34#"7$%&'*SC*N#$#"(*."3:*2%(*
:3?%8#*%&($7887$%3&*:75*27L#*$2#*/%($7&>#*4"%a#*9%$2*7*n\W]HN*G^*_@e*t*$27$c(*1&/3&#(%7)*
J)XCCw*:%8#(0*

F3"*:3"#*423$3(*48#7(#*>8%>A*2#"#**

Meet Our Members 
+2%(*>386:&*9%88*(#"L#"*$3*8#$*#7>2**3.*6(*'#$*$3*A&39*3$2#"*:#:?#"(;**eL#"*$2#*>36"(#*3.*$2#*
&#Z$*$93*5#7"(*9#*(2368/*?#*7?8#*$3*%&$"3/6>#*$2#*:7Q3"%$5*3.*$2#*+,-,*:#:?#"(*$3*#7>2*
3$2#";****

d3*%&46$(*$2%(*:3&$2;**1c88*$"5*7'7%&*.3"*N7">2;*

TidBits 
,*>388#>$%3&*3.*:%(>#887&#36(*:3($85*7:7$#6"*"7/%3*"#87$#/*%$#:(;**

 History of Amateur Radio — Part #1 

David	Walter	-	WA5GUL	

+2#*7"$%>8#*(2368/*?#*>"#/%$#/*$3*\8#>$"3&%>*d3$#(*?5*17&*V338#;**

Foundations 
+2#*.36&/7$%3&(*3.*$2#*23??5*3.*7:7$#6"*"7/%3*9#"#*(#$*%&*487>#*9%$2*(3:#*3.*$2#*#7"85*
/%(>3L#"%#(*$27$*9#"#*:7/#*%&$3*#8#>$"%>78*>6""#&$)*$2#&*:7'&#$%(:*7&/*$2#&*$2#*
:7$2#:7$%>78*4"33.*3.*#8#>$"3:7'&#$%>*97L#()*7&/*.%&7885*$2#%"*/%(>3L#"5*7&/*6(#;*

N7&5*4%3&##"(*9#"#*%&L38L#/*%&*$2%(*2%($3"5)*(3:#*93"A%&'*7(*4"3.#((%3&78()*3$2#"(*7(*
7:7$#6"*#Z4#"%:#&$#"(;*

\7>2*3.*$2#(#*4#348#*>3&$"%?6$#/*$3*$2#*.6"$2#"%&'*3.*#8#>$"%>78*7&/*$2#&*"7/%3*$#>2&383'5)*
7&/*:7&5*?#%&'*46"#85*7:7$#6"(*7//#/*$2#%"*?%$)*#&7?8%&'*$2#*23??5*3.*7:7$#6"*"7/%3*$3*
>3:#*%&$3*#Z%($#&>#;*

History of amateur radio: basic foundations 
@3:#*3.*$2#*.%"($*/%(>3L#"%#(*$27$*(#$*$2#*.36&/7$%3&(*.3"*"7/%3*7&/*7:7$#6"*"7/%3*9#"#*(#$*%&*
487>#*?5*(3:#*3.*$2#*A#5*.%'6"#(*%&*`%($3"5;*
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O6%'%*!78L7&%*97(*7&*#7"85*4%3&##";*1&*SIJC)*2#*/%(>3L#"#/*$27$*$2#*:6(>8#(*3.*/#7/*."3'(=*
8#'(*$9%$>2#/*92#&*($"6>A*?5*7&*#8#>$"%>78*(47"A;*!78L7&%*>3%&#/*$2#*$#":*=7&%:78*#8#>$"%>%$5=*
$3*/#(>"%?#*7*.3">#*$27$*7>$%L7$#/*:6(>8#(;*,$*$2#*$%:#*#8#>$"%>%$5*97(*&3$*6&/#"($33/)*7&/*
!78L7&%*$236'2$*$27$*$2#*:3L#:#&$*97(*>76(#/*?5*7&*#8#>$"%>78*.86%/*$27$*97(*>7""%#/*$3*$2#*
:6(>8#(*?5*$2#*&#"L#(;*

+2#*&#Z$*($#4*97(*$7A#&*?5*,8#((7&/"3*[38$7*923*%&L#&$#/*$2#*#8#>$"%>78*?7$$#"5;*+2%(*
#&7?8#/*#8#>$"%>78*>6""#&$(*$3*?#*>"#7$#/)*"7$2#"*$27&*$2#*($7$%>*#8#>$"%>%$5*$27$*27/*4"#L%36(85*
?##&*7>>#((%?8#;*`#*%&L#&$#/*$2#*[38$7%>*4%8#*%&*SIWW)*78$236'2*2#*4"#L%36(85*6(#/*7*=M"39&*
3.*M64(=*$3*4"3L%/#*7*?7$$#"5;*

e$2#"*4%3&##"(*8%A#*$2#*F"#&>2*(>%#&$%($*,:4#"#*.38839#/;*,:4#"#*?#'7&*/#L#834%&'*7*
:7$2#:7$%>78*7&/*425(%>78*$2#3"5*$3*6&/#"($7&/*$2#*"#87$%3&(2%4*?#$9##&*#8#>$"%>%$5*7&/*
:7'&#$%(:*27L%&'*(##&*$27$*7*>6""#&$*.839%&'*%&*7*9%"#*/#.8#>$#/*$2#*&##/8#*3.*7*>3:47((;*
`#*78(3*(239#/*$27$*$93*47"788#8*9%"#(*9%$2*>6""#&$(*.839%&'*%&*3443(%$#*/%"#>$%3&(*"#4#88#/*
#7>2*3$2#";*

,&3$2#"*A#5*.%'6"#*%&*(#$$%&'*$2#*.36&/7$%3&(*.3"*"7/%3*7&/*87$#"*7:7$#6"*"7/%3*97(*N%>27#8*
F7"7/75;*,8$236'2*2#*"#>#%L#/*L#"5*8%$$8#*.3":78*#/6>7$%3&)*2#*9#&$*3&*$3*?#*3&#*3.*$2#*:3($*
%&.86#&$%78*(>%#&$%($(*3.*788*$%:#;*`#*"#(#7">2#/*:7&5*7"#7()*:7&5*3.*92%>2*9#"#*7((3>%7$#/*
9%$2*#8#>$"%>78*(>%#&>#*7(*9#88*7(*>2#:%($"5;*1&*$#":(*3.*2%(*93"A*$27$*>7&*/%"#>$85*?#*8%&A#/*$3*
$2#*/#L#834:#&$*3.*"7/%3)*2#*#($7?8%(2#/*$2#*>3&>#4$*3.*$2#*#8#>$"3:7'&#$%>*.%#8/)*$27$*
:7'&#$%(:*>368/*7..#>$*8%'2$*"75(*7&/*$2#*.7>$*$27$*$2#"#*97(*7&*6&/#"85%&'*"#87$%3&(2%4*
?#$9##&*$2#:;**

H3(#42*`#&"5*%&*$2#*g@,*27/*78(3*?##&*833A%&'*7$*#8#>$"3:7'&#$(*7&/*2#*/%(>3L#"#/*$2#*
#8#>$"3:7'&#$%>*42#&3:#&3&*3.*(#8.R%&/6>$7&>#;*

Radio signals in theory 
E%$2*$2#*?7(%>*#8#>$"%>78*>3&>#4$(*%&*487>#)*$2#*&#Z$*($#4*97(*.3"*$2#(#*/#L#834#/*$397"/(*
$2#*%/#7*3.*#8#>$"3:7'&#$%>*97L#(*7&/*$2#&*"7/%3*$"7&(:%((%3&(;*

,*?"%88%7&$*@>3$$%(2*(>%#&$%($*&7:#/*H7:#(*M8#"A*N7Z9#88*(#$*$2#*&#Z$*.36&/7$%3&(*%&*487>#;*

N7Z9#88*97(*7*$2#3"#$%>78*(>%#&$%($*7&/*(36'2$*$3*#Z4"#((*425(%>(*%&*$#":(*3.*:7$2#:7$%>78*
"#87$%3&(2%4(;*

N7Z9#88*97(*9#88*72#7/*3.*2%(*$%:#)*7&/*97(*7?8#*$3*4"3L#*$27$*7*42#&3:#&3&*>788#/*
#8#>$"3:7'&#$%>*97L#(*#Z%($#/)*#L#&*$236'2*&3?3/5*>368/*"#87$#*$3*927$*$2#5*9#"#;*`#*
#L#&*/#/6>#/*$2#%"*(4##/*3.*$"7L#8*7&/*(3:#*(79*7*>3%&>%/#&>#*?#$9##&*$2#*(4##/*3.*
#8#>$"3:7'&#$%>*97L#(*7&/*$27$*3.*8%'2$*92%>2*27/*?##&*:#7(6"#/*?5*3$2#"*(>%#&$%($(;*

N7Z9#88=(*93"A*>68:%&7$#/*%&*SJIU*9%$2*$2#*46?8%>7$%3&*3.*7*?33A*>788#/*x,*+"#7$%(#*3&*
\8#>$"%>%$5*7&/*N7'&#$%(:x;*1&*$2%(*2#*/#L#834#/*#m67$%3&()*&39*A&39&*7(*N7Z9#88=(*
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\m67$%3&(*$27$*/#.%&#/*#8#>$"3:7'&#$%>*97L#(;*`39#L#"*N7Z9#88*&#L#"*'7L#*7*4"7>$%>78*
/#:3&($"7$%3&*3.*2%(*$2#3"%#(;*

Radio signals discovered 
+"5%&'*$3*/#$#":%&#*$2#*.%"($*4#"(3&*$3*(##*3"*6(#*"7/%3*97L#(*%(*/%..%>68$;*,*&6:?#"*3.*4#348#*
"#43"$#/*927$*9#*&39*A&39*$3*?#*"7/%3*97L#()*?6$*$2#&*%$*97(*&3$*3?L%36(;*

,*4#"(3&*>788#/*V"3.#((3"*G*\*`6'2#(*?6%8$*927$*97(*7*(47"A*'74*$"7&(:%$$#"*%&*2%(*236(#*
7&/*97(*7?8#*$3*/#$#>$*$2#*(47"A(*7$*7*"7&'#*3.*3L#"*DCC*:#$"#(;*

e$2#"*4#348#*7(*9#88*6&/#"$33A*(%:%87"*#Z4#"%:#&$(*7&/*9#"#*7?8#*$3*(6>>#((.6885*/#$#>$*$2#*
(47"A(*7$*L7"5%&'*/%($7&>#(;*

g&.3"$6&7$#85*$2#(#*4#348#*/%/*&3$*8%&A*$2#(#*#..#>$(*$3*N7Z9#88=(*#8#>$"3:7'&#$%>*97L#(*
7&/*$2#"#.3"#*$2#5*>7&&3$*?#*23&3"#/*9%$2*?#%&'*$2#*.%"($*$3*%/#&$%.5*239*$2#*#..#>$*3>>6""#/;*

+2#*23&3"*3.*/%(>3L#"%&'*"7/%3*97L#(*.#88*$3*7*!#":7&*(>%#&$%($*&7:#/*`#%&"%>2*`#"$a;*`#*
4#".3":#/*(#L#"78*#Z4#"%:#&$(*$27$*/#:3&($"7$#/*$2#%"*4"#(#&>#*?#53&/*/36?$;*`%(*:3($*
.7:36(*#Z4#"%:#&$*`#"$a*6(#/*$93*>3%8(*3.*$2#*(7:#*(%a#*$27$*9#"#*487>#/*7*.#9*:#$"#(*
747"$;*\7>2*8334*27/*7*(47"A*'74*%&*%$;*E2#&*7*(47"A*97(*:7/#*$3*>"3((*$2#*'74*%&*$2#*.%"($*
>3%8)*`#"$a*(239#/*$27$*7*(%:%87"*?6$*(:788#"*(47"A*Q6:4#/*$2#*'74*%&*$2#*(#>3&/;*

+2#*"#(68$*3.*`#"$a=(*9#"#*46?8%(2#/*%&*:7&5*Q36"&78(*7&/*7(*7*"#(68$*`#"$a*97(*7$$"%?6$#/*
9%$2*27L%&'*/%(>3L#"#/*$2#(#*97L#(;*F3"*(3:#*5#7"(*7.$#"97"/(*$2#5*#L#&*?3"#*2%(*&7:#*
?#%&'*>788#/*=`#"$a%7&*E7L#(;=**

+2#*42#&3:#&3&*3.*"7/%3*97L#(*'7%&#/*7*83$*3.*46?8%>%$5*R*$2#*.7>$*$27$*(%'&78(*>368/*$"7L#8*
?#$9##&*$93*43%&$(*9%$2*&3*9%"#*#L#&*2#8/*7*.3":*3.*:7'%>78*:5($#"5*7&/*46?8%>*
/#:3&($"7$%3&(*9#"#*(3:#$%:#(*'%L#&;*+2%(*.6#8#/*$2#*%&$#"#($*3.*:7&5*64*7&/*>3:%&'*"7/%3*
7:7$#6"()*7&/*>7&*?#*(##&*7(*7*A#5*4#"%3/*%&*$2#*2%($3"5*3.*27:*"7/%3;*

Coherers arrive 
g(%&'*`#"$a=(*7447"7$6(*92#"#*$2#*(%'&78*97(*/#$#>$#/*?5*7*(#>3&/*8334*9%$2*7*'74*7>"3((*
92%>2*7*(#>3&/*(47"A*Q6:4#/*"#m6%"#/*7*L#"5*87"'#*(%'&78*$3*?#*"#>#%L#/*7&/*$2%(*(#L#"#85*
8%:%$#/*$2#*"7&'#;*

@#L#"78*4#348#*($7"$#/*$3*4#".3":*#Z4#"%:#&$(*7&/*/#L#834*"7/%3*$#>2&383'5*.6"$2#";*e&#*
:7Q3"*($#4*97(*:7/#*?5*7*4#"(3&*&7:#/*V"3.#((3"*e&#($%*923*(239#/*$27$*%"3&*.%8%&'(*
487>#/*%&*7*'87((*$6?#*9%$2*#8#>$"3/#(*7$*#%$2#"*#&/*>368/*?#*:7/#*$3*($%>A*$3'#$2#"*3"*
>32#"#*92#&*7*2%'2*L38$7'#*97(*487>#/*7>"3((*$2#*#8#>$"3/#(;*e&>#*$2#*.%8%&'(*27/*>32#"#/*
$2#5*9#"#*7?8#*$3*47((*7&*#8#>$"%>*>6""#&$*92%>2*>368/*?#*6(#/*$3*>3:48#$#*7*(#>3&/*>%">6%$;*
+2%(*97(*$7A#&*7*($7'#*.6"$2#"*?5*\/367"/*]"7&8#5*7*F"#&>2*%&L#&$3")*425(%>%($*7&/*
4"3.#((3"*7$*$2#*1&($%$6$*M7$238%m6#*/#*V7"%(*923*/%(>3L#"#/*$2#*%"3&*.%8%&'(*9368/*>32#"#*%&*
$2#*L%>%&%$5*3.*7&*#8#>$"%>78*/%(>27"'#;*F%&7885*e8%L#"*O3/'#*%&*]"%$7%&*6(#/*$2%(*/%(>3L#"5*$3*
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/#$#>$*`#"$a%7&*97L#(;*g(%&'*$2%(*(5($#:*2#*:7&7'#/*$3*"#>#%L#*(%'&78(*3L#"*7*/%($7&>#*3.*
7?36$*SXC*57"/(;**

Marconi develops radio further 
,(*$2#*$#>2&383'5*?#2%&/*"7/%3*($7"$#/*$3*?#*/#L#834#/)*:7&5*3$2#"(*9#"#*%&$#"#($#/)*
78$236'2*%&%$%7885*%$*97(*(##&*:3"#*3.*7*>6"%3(%$5*"7$2#"*$27&*7*$#>2&383'5*$27$*>368/*?#*6(#/;**

N7">3&%*97(*/%..#"#&$T*2#*(79*$27$*%$*>368/*?#*7*A#5*.3":*3.*>3::6&%>7$%3&)*#(4#>%7885*.3"*
(2%44%&'*92#"#*&3*9%"#/*$#8#'"742(*>368/*34#"7$#;**

1&%$%7885*N7">3&%*6&/#"$33A*2%(*#Z4#"%:#&$(*7$*2%(*47"#&$(=*23:#*%&*1$785)*?6$*.%&/%&'*&3*
>3::#">%78*%&$#"#($*$2#"#)*2#*>7:#*$3*]"%$7%&*9%$2*2%(*:3$2#";N7">3&%*($#7/%85*%&>"#7(#/*$2#*
/%($7&>#(*3L#"*92%>2*2#*>368/*$"7&(:%$;*1&*SJWJ*2#*6(#/*9%"#R8#((*i7(*%$*97(*$2#&*>788#/j*$3*
"#43"$*3&*$2#*K%&'($39&*-#'7$$7*.3"*7*G6?8%&*&#9(474#";*,*5#7"*87$#"*2#*:7/#*$2#*.%"($*
%&$#"&7$%3&78*>3&$7>$*?5*>3::6&%>7$%&'*?#$9##&*7*($7$%3&*7$*@36$2*F3"#87&/)*\&'87&/*7&/*
7&3$2#"*83>7$#/*7$*E%:#"#6Z*&#7"*]383'&#)*%&*F"7&>#;*+2%(*97(*7*/%($7&>#*3.*7?36$*XC*A:;*

+2#&*7'7%&($*788*$2#*3//(*2#*487&&#/*7*$"7&(7$87&$%>*$"7&(:%((%3&)*.%&7885*(6>>##/%&'*?5*
2#7"%&'*(%'&78(*7>"3((*$2#*,$87&$%>*3&*SB*G#>#:?#"*SWCS;*1&*Q6($*$2"##*5#7"(*2#*27/*
%&>"#7(#/*$2#*/%($7&>#(*$27$*>368/*?#*>3L#"#/*."3:*7*A%83:#$"#*3"*(3*$3*$2#*$"7L#"(%&'*3.*$2#*
,$87&$%>;*

Humorous   
Laura	Sherrod	—	KI6EOG	via	Valerie	Mason	-	KK6WLQ	
,*/75*9%$236$*(6&(2%&#*%(*8%A#)*9#88)*&%'2$;*

David	Walter	-	WA5GUL	

Volume 8, Number 2    of 12 18



The Dummy Load February  2024

Hospitality Corner 
Valerie	Mason	-	KK6WLQ	
Next is DX Contest at the Brown's house in March 2-3 (see “Operating Room” for details 
above). We would like all who come Saturday to bring:

1. Pizza (some to share and for you) or 
2. A small desert/snacks (cookies, brownies, etc)  
3. Drink of your choice.

TARA will provide : 
1. Water bottles.
2. Plates.
3. Napkins
4. Dinner ware needed to serve the meal.

February’s 2nd Saturday breakfast is at P-Dubs.  See you there.  The Last Saturday 
breakfast will be at Mulligan Room, let me know if you are coming and how many are 
coming by 14 February. 

ARRL Contest Calendar 
+2%(*47'#*4"3L%/#(*7*(6::7"5*3.*#L#&$(*(43&(3"#/*?5*$2#*,--O)*$2#*&7$%3&78*7((3>%7$%3&*
.3"*7:7$#6"*"7/%3;**+2#*:3($*>6""#&$*%&.3":7$%3&*%(*3&*$2#**9#?(%$#*7$Th
2$$4TPP999;7""8;3"'P>3&$#($R>78#&/7";***

,&3$2#"*(36">#*.3"*>3&$#($*7&/*3&R$2#R7%"*7>$%L%$5*%(*E,I]dN*M3&$#($*M78#&/7"*7$*2$$4(TPP
999;>3&$#($>78#&/7";>3:P9##A85>3&$;424*<*

March  2024 
b SRU<**G^*M3&$#($*R*@@]*
April  2024 
b BS*<<<<<*-33A%#*-36&/64*y*V23&#*

May  2024 
b d3*,--O*M3&$#($(*

TARA Calendar 
+2%(*47'#*%(*7*(6::7"5*3.*#L#&$(*(43&(3"#/*?5*3"*%&L38L%&'*36"*>86?;h
,88*/7$#(*7"#*(6?Q#>$*$3*>27&'#;*V8#7(#*>2#>A*$2#*>86?*F7>#?33A*7&/*9#?(%$#*.3"*64/7$#(;**
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http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php
https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
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March 2024 
b B)*W)*SY)*BU)*UC*s*SJCC*2"()**SC*N#$#"*+#>2&%>%7&*d#$*#L#"5*@7$6"/75*3&*BJ;UXC*N`a**
b U)*SC)*SI)*BD)*US*s*SWCC*2"(*V@+)*][@*\-+*d#$*i,-\@j*iEY@Ol*[`F*"4$)*SDY;IC*R*P*
SBU;Cj*
b Y)*SU)*BC)*BI*y*SWCC*2"(*V@+*oH6($*]#>76(#p*d#$*iEY@Ol*[`F*"4$)*SDY;IC*R*P*SBU;Cj*
b I*y*SWCC*2"(*V@+)*+,-,*]37"/*N##$%&')*[%7*l33:*i%&L%$#*L%7*#:7%8j**
b W*s*CJUC*2"(*V@+)*+,-,*M86?*K#8>5c(*-#($76"7&$)*SSC*E*+#27>274%*]8L/)*+#27>274%)*
M,*-#(#"L#*7*(43$*9%$2*[78#"%#*N7(3&*?5*B*N7">2;*
b SD*y*SJCC*2"(*V@+)*+,-,*M86?*N##$%&'*+#27>274%*V38%>#*G#47"$:#&$)*BBC*E*M*@$)*
+#27>274%*
b UC*sCJCC*2"(*V@+)*][@*\:#"'#&>5*-7/%3*+#7:*]"#7A.7($*7$*][@*N688%'7&*-33:;<*
-#(#"L#*7*(43$*9%$2*[78#"%#*N7(3&**?5*SY*N7">2;*

April 2024 
b U)*SC)*SI)*BD*y*SWCC*2"(*V@+*oH6($*]#>76(#p*d#$*iEY@Ol*[`F*"4$)*SDY;IC*R*P*SBU;Cj*
b Y)*SU)*BC)*BI*s*SJCC*2"()**SC*N#$#"*+#>2&%>%7&*d#$*#L#"5*@7$6"/75*3&*BJ;UXC*N`a**
b I)*SD)*BS)*BJ*s*SWCC)*][@*\-+*d#$*i,-\@j*iEY@Ol*[`F*"4$)*SDY;IC*R*P*SBU;Cj*
b D*y*SWCC*2"(*V@+)**+,-,*]37"/*N##$%&')*[%7*l33:*i%&L%$#*L%7*#:7%8j**
b SS*y*SWCC*2"(*V@+)*+,-,*M86?*N##$%&')*+#27>274%*V38%>#*G#47"$:#&$*M3&.#"#&>#*
-33:)*BBC*E*M*@$)*+#27>274%;*
b SU*s*CJUC*2"(*V@+)*+,-,*M86?*]"#7A.7($*7$*VRG6?()*BCJCC*@7&$7*O6>%7*@$)*+#27>274%)*
M,*WUXYS*-#(#"L#*7*(43$*9%$2*[78#"%#*N7(3&*?5*Y*,4"%8*
b SY*s*SBTCC*V@+*+#27>274%*M27:?#"*3.*M3::#">#*O6&>2#3&*
b BI*s*CJCC*2"(*V@+)*][@*\:#"'#&>5*-7/%3*+#7:*]"#7A.7($*7$*][@*N688%'7&*-33:t<*
-#(#"L#*7*(43$*9%$2*[78#"%#*N7(3&*?5*SU*,4"%8*

May 2024 
b D)*SS)*SJ)*BX*s*SJCC*2"(*V@+*)SC*N#$#"*+#>2&%>%7&*d#$*#L#"5*@7$6"/75*3&*BJ;UXC*N`a**
b X)*SB)*SW)*BY*s*SWCC*2"(*V@+)*][@*\-+*d#$*i,-\@j*iEY@Ol*[`F*"4$)*SDY;IC*R*P*SBU;Cj*
b S)*J)*SX)*BB)*BW*y*SWCC*2"(*V@+**oH6($*]#>76(#p*d#$*iEY@Ol*[`F*"4$)*SDY;IC*R*P*SBU;Cj*
b B*y*SWCC*2"(*V@+)*+,-,*]37"/*N##$%&')*[%7*l33:*i%&L%$#*L%7*#:7%8j**
b W*y*SWCC*2"(*V@+)*+,-,*M86?*N##$%&')*+#27>274%*V38%>#*G#47"$:#&$*M3&.#"#&>#*
-33:)*BBC*E*M*@$)*+#27>274%;*
b SS*s*CJUC*2"(*V@+)*+,-,*M86?*]"#7A.7($*7$*K#8>5c(*-#($76"7&$)*SSC*E*+#27>274%*
]8L/)*+#27>274%)*M,*-#(#"L#*7*(43$*9%$2*[78#"%#*N7(3&*?5*D*N75*
b SC*s*SSTCC*2"(*V@+)*[\*,:7$#6"*-7/%3*O%>#&(#*+#($%&')*XUJ*\7($*+#27>274%*
]368#L7"/*
b BC*s*SBTCC*V@+*+#27>274%*M27:?#"*3.*M3::#">#*O6&>2#3&*
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b BX*sCJCC*2"(*V@+)*][@*\:#"'#&>5*-7/%3*+#7:*]"#7A.7($*7$*][@*N688%'7&*-33:t<*
-#(#"L#*7*(43$*9%$2*[78#"%#*N7(3&**?5*SS*N75;*

Reference Information 
O3>78*-#4#7$#"*1&.3":7$%3&

BVS APRS 
Digipeater

144.390 No tone AC6EE-3 APRS

BVS Repeater 
Backup Freq.

146.700 
145.580

123.0 Hz Tone 
Simplex

W6SLZ Open Machine

BVS Repeater 440.625 100.0 Hz Tone W6SLZ Open Machine 
(WIN System node)

Tehachapi 
Repeater 
(Cummings Mtn.)

442.925(+) 141.3 Hz tone KI6HHU On the KERN 
System

Tehachapi 
Repeater (Double 
Mtn.)

446.320(-) 151.4 Hz tone KI6HHU On the KERN 
System

Tehachapi 
Repeater

444.225 100.0 Hz TONE KG6KKV Overlooks 
Bakersfield

Tehachapi 
Repeater

447.120 67.0 Hz Tone KR6DK Linked to KR6DK 
Bilingual Repeater 
Network 

DMR Repeater 442.675 Offset: +5.000 
ColorCode: 1

K6RET Brandmeister, 
Bakersfield, CA 
The location is in 
the Tehachapi 
Mountains near 
Cummings 
Mountain

O3>78*-#4#7$#"*1&.3":7$%3&
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mailto:Valerie%20Mason%20%3Cval3mason@yahoo.com%3E?subject=May%202024%20Muligan%20Rm%20RSVP
https://www.winsystem.org
https://kernsystem.org
https://kernsystem.org
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1&*7//%$%3&*$3*$2#*"#4#7$#"(*8%($#/*7?3L#*$2#*.38839%&'*"#4#7$#"()*47"$*3.*$2#*K#"&*@5($#:)*
>7&*?#*"#7>2#/*."3:*83>7$%3&(*$2"36'236$*$2#*+#27>274%*7"#7*7&/*:6>2*3.*$2#*@7&*H37m6%&*
[788#5;**+2#5*7"#*8%&A#/*$3'#$2#"*7&/*:3"#*%&.3":7$%3&*:75*?#*.36&/*7$ 2$$4TPP
999;K#"&@5($#:;3"'*

ATTENTION:	
**F3"*$23(#*%&$#"#($#/*%&*:3&%$3"%&'*/%(47$>2*.3"*$2#*]#7"*[788#5*@4"%&'(*V38%>#*G#47"$:#&$*

b KM@e*\7($#"&*G%(47$>2*s*DYC;BBX*
b KM@e*\7($*+,M*sR*DYC;SBX*

,88*/%(47$>2*.3"*][@VG*9%88*?#*27&/8#/*?5*$2#*K#"&*M36&$5*@2#"%..c(*G#47"$:#&$*

DMR Repeater 442.225 Offset: +5.000 
ColorCode: 1

K6GTA Brandmeister, 
Located about 
halfway up Bear 
Mountain at about 
3,200’ coverage to 
west side of the 
mountain in Bear 
Valley Springs

Tehachapi Simplex 145.58 No Tone Local Simplex

Tehachapi Simplex 146.54 No Tone Local Simplex

O3>78*-#4#7$#"*1&.3":7$%3&O3>78*-#4#7$#"*1&.3":7$%3&

K\-d*@5($#:*O%&A#/*-#4#7$#"(

Frazier Mountain 
(8,000’)

447.860 141.3 Hz Tone KK6AC Jerry Garis

Cummings 
Mountain
(7,800’)

442.95 141.3 Hz Tone KI6HHU Lee Bouchard

Double Mountain
(8,000’)

446.320 151.4 Hz Tone KI6HHU Lee Bouchard

,--!***O%&A#/*-#4#7$#"(

Cummings 
Mountain
(7,800’)

444.425 100 Hz Tone
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http://markis100.wixsite.com/arrg-repeater-system
https://www.kernsystem.org/repeater-status
Http://www.KernSystem.org
Http://www.KernSystem.org
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Meeting and Club Membership Information 
+2#*+#27>274%*,:7$#6"*-7/%3*,((3>%7$%3&*:##$(*#L#"5*(#>3&/*+26"(/75*3.*$2#*:3&$2*7$*
ITCC*VN*i#Z>#4$*.3"*H685*R*&3*:##$%&'j;*e6"*:##$%&'(*7"#*3&*l33:*7&/*%&R4#"(3&)*36"*
:##$%&'*(%$#*%(*&39*$2#*+#27>274%*V38%>#*G#47"$:#&$*M3&.#"#&>#*-33:)*BBC*E*M*@$)*
+#27>274%;*

M86?*f*e$2#"*E#?(%$#(

TARA website http://www.ac6ee.org

TARA Facebook https://www.facebook.com/TARAtehachapiamateurradio/

Tehachapi-hams (email list) https://groups.io/g/tehachapi-hams/

Antelope Valley Amateur 
Radio Club (AVARC)

http://www.k6ox.club/index.html

Kern County-Central Valley 
Amateur Radio Club 
(KCCVARC)

http://www.w6lie.org

ARRL http://www.arrl.org

West Kern County Amateur 
Radio Emergency Services 
(WKCARES)

 http://westernkerncountyares.org/index.html

e..%>#"(*f*M3::%$$##*M27%"(

e..%>#"PM3::%$$##*
M27%"

Name Call \:7%8

President Dan Mason AB6DM ab6dm@arrl.net

1st Vice President Dan Mason 
(Interim)

AB6DM ab6dm@arrl.net

2nd Vice President Ray Gretlein W6QPA w6qpa@ac6ee.org

Secretary/Treasurer John Dyer KM6DXY km6dxy@ac6ee.org 

Technical Director Dick Brown W6SLZ db24130@sbcglobal.net 

Web Page & FaceBook 
Committee Chair

John Dyer KM6DXY km6dxy@ac6ee.org 

Hospitality Committee 
Chair

Valerie Mason KK6WLQ val3mason@yahoo.com

Public Affairs Committee 
Chair

Micah Martin KN6VUT kn6vut@ac6ee.org
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N#:?#"*,&&678*G6#(T* kBX;CCP5#7"*

,//%$%3&78*F7:%85*N#:?#"T* kSB;XCP4#"*4#"(3&*

Membership Application 

G39&837/*7*>345*3.*36"*N#:?#"(2%4*,448%>7$%3&*2#"#;**V8#7(#*(27"#*$2%(*9%$2*7&5*."%#&/()*
.7:%85*3"*&#%'2?3"(*$27$*7"#*#%$2#"*27:(*3"*:75*?#*%&$#"#($#/*%&*7:7$#6"*"7/%3;**,448%>7$%3&(*
7"#*7>>#4$#/*7$*788*>86?*:##$%&'(*3"*536*:75*:7%8*536"*7448%>7$%3&*783&'*9%$2*$2#*7448%>7?8#*
/6#(*$3*$2#*>86?*V3($*e..%>#*]3ZT*

+#27>274%*,:7$#6"*-7/%3*,((3>%7$%3&*i+,-,jh
V;e;*]3Z*SUDh
K##&#)*M,*WUXUS
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https://ac6ee.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/TARA-Membership-Application-Revised_v3.pdf
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